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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-8, 13-20, 25-28, 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 

by Novitschitsch (US Patent 6,457,547). 

Claim 1 is limited to "a speaker housing." Novitschitsch discloses a holder for a 
loudspeaker to be mounted in a motor vehicle and method for its manufacture. See 
Abstract. With respect to the claim language, figure 2 depicts a cross section of said 
holder, which corresponds to the "speaker housing." Wall 6 corresponds to the "main 
housing wall." Rim 7 corresponds to the "mounting lip." Walls 4 and 5 correspond to 
the "support member." A lower section of wall 4 that encircles element 41 corresponds 
to the "motor assembly housing." Connector 8 corresponds to the "dual sided 
connector," where connector 8 comprises a first connector portion external to wall 6 and 
a second connector portion internal to wall 6. Therefore, Novitschitsch anticipates all 
limitations of the claim. 

Claim 2 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 1 ," as covered by 
Novitschitsch. Rim 10 corresponds to the "installation member." Therefore, 
Novitschitsch anticipates all limitations of the claim. 
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Claim 3 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 2," as covered by 
Novitschitsch. Openings 18-20 correspond to the "at least one mounting apertures." 
Therefore, Novitschitsch anticipates all limitations of the claim. 

Claim 4 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 1 as covered by 
Novitschitsch. As seen in figure 2, the spaces between walls 4 and 5 and 5 and 6 
define "a plurality of apertures" as recited. Therefore, Novitschitsch anticipates all 
limitations of the claim. 

Claim 5 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 1 ," as covered by 
Novitschitsch. The lower section ofwall 4 houses a magnet 41. Therefore, 
Novitschitsch anticipates all limitations of the claim. 

Claim 6 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 1 as covered by 
Novitschitsch. Figure 2 clearly depicts that the lower section of wall 4 houses a magnet 
41 and any associated assembly elements, such as a "back plate." Therefore, 
Novitschitsch anticipates all limitations of the claim. 

Claim 7 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 6," as covered by 
Novitschitsch. Bottom 3 comprises a plurality of slots 42 that correspond to the "rear 
vent aperture." See column 2, lines 12-16. Therefore, Novitschitsch anticipates all 
limitations of the claim. 

Claim 8 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 1 ," as covered by 
Novitschitsch. As seen in figures 2 and 3, connector 8 includes a plug connector 
external to wall 6. The connector also includes terminals inside wall 6 connected to 
electrical lines 9. The plug connector and terminals correspond to the "at least two 
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connection members." See column 2, lines 44-48. Therefore, Novitschitsch anticipates 
all limitations of the claim. 

Claims 13-20 are limited to "speaker housings" that are essentially the same as 
those described in claims 1-8, respectively. It is additionally noted that Novitschitsch 
discloses a "main housing wall" 6 with a "upper wall point" and a "lower wall point;" 
where a "mounting lip" 7 extends inwardly toward a central axis of the enclosed cavity 
from the upper wall point; and a "support member" 4 and 5 extends downwardly from an 
outer edge of the mounting lip to be connected to a "motor assembly housing" (lower 
section of 4). Therefore, Novitschitsch anticipates all limitations of the claims. 

Claims 25-28 are limited to "a speaker housing." The "housing means", the 
"mounting means", the "support means" and the "connection means" of claim 25 are 
indistinct from the "main housing wall", "mounting lip", "support member" and "dual sided 
connector" of claims 1 and 13, as covered by Novitschitsch. Therefore, Novitschitsch 
anticipates all limitations of the claims. 

Claim 31 is limited to "a speaker assembly having a loudspeaker installed in a 
speaker housing." As shown in figure 2 of Novitschitsch, a lip 7 extends inwardly from 
outer wall 6. The lip provides a support for the lip 39 of a frame of the loudspeaker as 
recited. The walls of the speaker housing depicted in figure 2 provide support for the 
motor assembly 41 . Novitschitsch discloses connector 8, which provides dual sided 
connection between an amplifier output clip and the speaker housing. Therefore, 
Novitschitsch anticipates all limitations of the claim. 
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Claim 32 is limited to "a speaker housing." Novitschitsch discloses "a housing 
wall" 6 and a "dual sided connector" 8 with "a first connector" that receives "an amplifier 
output clip" and "a second connector equipped with terminals connecting to wires 9. 
Therefore, Novitschitsch anticipates all limitations of the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 9-11, 21-23, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Novitschitsch in view of ikeyama (US Patent 6,922,477). 

Claim 9 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 8," as covered by 

Novitschitsch. While figures 2 and 3 clearly depict that the plug connector external to 

wall 6 includes a "cavity that extends inwardly a predetermined distance inside the dual 

sided connector," there is no suggestion that the terminals inside wall 6 extend inside 

the connector. However, this deficiency is overcome by an obvious modification. 

In particular, reference is made to Ikeyama. Ikeyama discloses a speaker with a 

connector 2 for receiving a plug as seen in figure 1 thereof Figure 2 depicts that the 

connector 2 includes terminals 2B for an electrical wire 6A in the same manner as the 

connector of Novitschitsch. Figures 7-9 depict a plurality of embodiments for the 

terminals 2B. In each of figures 7-9 it is clear that while the terminals are on the outside 
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of the connector, they include conductors 1 1 C1 and 1 1 C2 that extend into the 
connector. The mere fact that these conductors extend into the connector necessitates 
that a cavity exists within the connector to receive the conductors. Figures 7-9 also 
clearly depict that the cavity is sealed tight around the conductors. See column 5, lines 
47-49. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include terminal 
connections as taught by Ikeyama simply because Novitschitsch is totally silent 
regarding the structure of said connections. 

Claim 10 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 8," as covered by 
Novitschitsch in view of Ikeyama. Apropos the rejection of claim 9, it would have been 
obvious to modify Novitschitsch to include the terminal connections as taught by 
Ikeyama. In doing so, an operational connector is realized that includes "at least two 
conductive leads that extend to both sides of the dual sided connector" as seen in 
figures 7-9 of Ikeyama. Therefore, Novitschitsch in view of Ikeyama makes obvious all 
limitations of the claim. 

Claim 11 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 10," as covered by 
Novitschitsch in view of Ikeyama. As seen in figure 2 of Novitschitsch, the terminals 
"extrude outside the main housing wall toward the inside of the enclosed cavity." In 
accordance with figures 7-9 of Ikeyama, the terminals are formed as part of the 
conductors, which means the conductors extend in the fashion recited. Therefore, 
Novitschitsch in view of Ikeyama makes obvious all limitations of the claim. 
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Claims 21-23 are limited to "speaker housings'' that are essentially the same as 
those described in claims 9-1 1 , respectively. Therefore, Novitschitsch in view of 
Ikeyama anticipates all limitations of the claim. 

Claim 29 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 25" as covered by 
Novitschitsch. It is noted that claim 29 recites essentially the same subject matter as 
claims 22 and 10. Therefore, Novitschitsch in view of Ikeyama makes obvious all 
limitations of the claim. 

Claim 30 is limited to "a speaker assembly." As shown in the rejection of claims 
1,13 and 25, Novitschitsch discloses a "speaker housing" that includes "a main housing 
wall, a mounting lip, a support member, a motor assembly housing and a dual sided 
connector." Figure 2 of Novitschitsch clearly depicts "a loudspeaker" 1 that includes an 
annular flange 39 that corresponds to a "lip" of a frame (in general, the loudspeaker 
itself), a magnet 41 that corresponds to "a motor assembly", and "a pair of flexible 
conductive leads" 9. Figure 2 clearly depicts that the mounting lip and the lip of the 
frame are positioned as claimed. Figure 2 clearly depicts that the motor assembly 41 is 
positioned within a lower portion of wall 4 that provides housing thereto, and thus 
corresponds to "the motor assembly housing." Apropos the rejections of claims 8 and 
20 it was shown that the dual sided connector 8 includes "first and second connecting 
ends". Apropos the rejections of claims 9 and 21 , it was shown, with reference to 
Ikeyama, that it would have been obvious to include a connector with "a pair of 
conductive leads" as recited. Therefore, Novitschitsch in view of Ikeyama makes 
obvious all limitations of the claim. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

3. Claims 12 and 24 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 

would be allowable if rewritten In Independent form Including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Clalnfi 12 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 10/' as covered by 
Novitschitsch in view of Ikeyama. Novitschitsch and Ikeyama simply do not disclose 
"conductive leads extend[ing] upwardly a predetermined distance outside the mounting 
lip." Thus, claim 12 is allowable over the cited prior art. 

Claim 24 is limited in part to "the speaker housing of claim 22," and is essentially 
the same as claim 12. Thus, claim 24 is allowable over the cited prior art for at least the 
same reasons. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Walter F. Briney III whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7513. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F Sam - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on 571-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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